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“The shifts in how we live and work have radically altered our cities,” writes Ruth Lang
in new Gestalten book Building for Change: The Architecture of Creative Reuse. "The
spatial demands of working patterns have been utterly transformed over the past 50
years.” Many of our buildings could last for 50, or even 100, years; yet “fashion and
changing patterns of use often curtail this lifespan, which sometime barely stretches to a
decade”. Instead of abandoning these structures, however, designers are developing
innovative solutions ”"which find value in the buildings that have been left behind... in

place of our obsession with newness”.

Building for Change explores how creative reuse could be the way forward for designing
spaces around the world. While some architects are restoring and adapting existing
buildings to meet new purposes, others are designing structures that can be readily
repurposed for alternative uses further down the line. As Lang writes, “innovation doesn’t
always have to mean creating anew — it can mean approaching existing resources in new
ways”’. Even within those parameters, ambitiously creative designs are still possible — ones

“that push the limits of architectural imagination”.

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220809-designed-to-last-ten-of-the-worlds-most-ingenious-buildings
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